70th Anniversary Commemoration of the Sinking of the Lisbon Maru

In Spring 2011, Issue #30, | submitted an article on The Sinking of the Lisbon
Maru, a tragedy in which some 800 British prisoners of war lost their lives off
the coast of China in 1942, but nearly 400 others were rescued by the
courageous actions of the local fishermen.

The 70th Anniversary of this event fell on 2 October this year. The Chinese
authorities in Zhoushan (where the Incident took place) had originally
indicated that they would be sending two of the fishermen who had helped in
the rescue to the UK to commemorate the 70th Anniversary. They later
changed their minds but held an act of remembrance in Zhoushan.

This was a moving ceremony attended by local officials, local students and
scholars as well as students from the Zhejiang Ocean University. The event
helped to keep alive the memory of this tragedy in the minds of the younger
generation. The students rightly praised the courage of the fishermen who
had carried out the rescue of their own volition and under fire from the
Japanese, and also mourned the more than 800 British prisoners who had
perished in the local seas.

Interestingly, those attending the ceremony wore hand made poppies,
modelled on those used here for Remembrance Day. This is highly unusual,
since for most Chinese, any association of poppies with the British normally
evokes only bitter recollections of the Opium Wars. A futher example,
perhaps, of the burying of old hatchets and the opening of new sympathies
and understandings between the peoples of our two great nations.

There was good coverage of the event in the local Chinese press and | am
attaching both the original Chinese text and a translation, as well as a link to
video coverage of the Act of Remembrance. Like many press stories
anywhere in the world, there are a number of inaccuracies of detail, but the
important facts are right, and it is hoped that this coverage will help spread the
word further and keep the memory of this tragedy alive.

The “Walk for War Heroes” fundraising campaign which | ran on behalf of the
Lisbon Maru Association of Hong Kong raised a total of £2,155.64p in the UK;
this was converted into HK$26,239.80 and sent to the Association in Hong
Kong. The campaign also raised funds in Hong Kong which were paid directly
to the Association.

| am most grateful to all who contributed to the fundraising campaign. The UK
bank account will remain open for the time being and if anyone wishes to
contribute further (or encourage their friends to do so), details of how to do so
can be found on the websites:

www.wix.com/bfinch/walkforwarheroes
and
http://walkforwarheroes.yolasite.com




Video coverage of the event can be seen at:

http://www.56.com/u68/v_NzQxNDU4NjU.html

ZHEJIANG DAILY #1/T H#k
2 “BHER" S

oA AL Tl KB HEA el

10 A2 H > SHLEPERGEE > Rirmie o WX -

PR BB IR > — UKL ~ BSACIRIRHER  SEEBAE AR - LT
IR A R RS BT PR~ 20 -

FEHE URRTRA M 2B TR FHE i 2 A P R R A A
B e AEBEE > SAFREH A RS AR P AR -

TAE AR > SEE AR > B3EEw > AP EAR—FZhipid H FErX
EE D ST

[Fl—K » IR E RS U ~ S 2ETT T 70 FRTAVE K fHLZRAK
SREA)— BT TR A P ISR BB R -

LR — A SR AR SR EL AU TR R 7047 > AR SR U
B A MAIT S AR 4 -

Bll > BB B 7 S EAS 2 ICSeS S H SRR o RIS
[EHIREHI & -

SR EF2YREHE

R ESRATEEL > RER D AEAT y_EIRNARAE RZEL - R - N
o BH AR - GOMIRLE o B RTINS - SESRRIROLT - A
B NI ARIET RIS REA - RS MR R - ARk
LT > R TRS H B - AP -

BN ASSE - FITSAEERI - RIZRIRZRPE - Bl T A B0 - BHER 2
B BRAKIRN 0 i AR EERIRE « [RAAEE NHY > BOURREAN ST o

19424210 [ 4 HVE = > iy bt RO SO S [ Gl P 22 2sm B I - 5 8 H ACEE
MR TR - PSR THE I ~ e -

N T AERE RN > EE L FEIES > JHFPA - HR M 21 - 381 FeEE
Tl H T EH A - (BHZERAEE] T 3 PblfPaed 78 - Ml onlE s ZE R
TEACHT ~ SEE R A O ST E S 2 B AR -

G 83 PRI EE NN LA AIB2 « TAHREBUREEA - B - A E
Fewh T ESE - N > B 138 0 Rt - 5K KEIFREARILAREE - 5000



B o P RIS IMEAR > HEEL 3 AP o BRI INBTH - BRI T H Y
KA -

RERHFIA O INBTAFER TG SR - — DMIRKIOR L Jf JiSE SEHIBE0A R
RARKISS— 1B N——88 S HIMFAIAR » JEUE T/ INBTH - ME IR EREREX > SEETnEH
EEAE F 20 20340 > REBE— ik - Bt > SO R s MARRTRE T - 1IN
TR IEAERE AR A L[] -

AINBTREVNER > SRAMK - G726 AR » ZEiEsmigm - Axinse o
TR FIAA =P » MREARE A E » BRE  Wkdsem ] > BaAEARAZE )
SHIEARAFZ K - HEISK - B BME NP EREAERNE AL > MR ZESEH
H o

3 ZEAFRAE BRI THEEE S K - 194242 10 H 9 H > 6 (77 it R /MR - R
THUA TR E] T TR s o JLR)G > S E IS LA RES > 1% 3 OSH] THEEK - R
W5 3 PR RN DB AR G Liad T HZER T > 5 [ RENS R
ONEE e fefiE o AT BT SRR TRl ] -

B ki EXHIR

{EHT LA ZEER R =N - SRS 4P RCT 60 Z4RRT ~ 45y L030—236 HYJ7 5
EES

T B HEEERENE > BRARRATR) > BB iSSR0 - IHMER
1948 4 4 F] 12 H S [ESEAR R B L8 LI h MR » EENAATN

I o A FRBIAR A BT AN S B EGE T 2000 45 ERAT o WA HERTIEH
Ao 19424 10 H 2 H > SRR T RSN LAY - A EBGEE mYise - i - B

LD YA R A 200 RAA S ES AR A ZES K o RUE Lt RAETE IR R
o AHA TR A L R SR P RE R T ~ WORISE - [ 1B TRk -

AT N TOFRIH H B R - B EFH R » ARSI ND - BRA%
IR > A a2 o AMIRYARS T s ern - AN ZCAM]H
ARAE G o AABE—ELIE ™ a5 S AN = TR ~ IS X -

Hrpo —ADEZEEA T Wk HARNZA - g2 IEBHIRVINES - 85 SR KIE
BN BFEERUKRZANEOE 5 P EE I - ABEE AT - WrEMrRGh - B 2]
70 £E( -

IEARIB I MES AR RS MR IR © BB 15 2R K ENT LMK R
ARG o “REEEESE > BTl > HRAT MR RN - BN - DY IEfE
SRR BRKIBIAER > 2B &G - “REZIAREIAE ML Mol - w5
HUIAKE - JIGEER » "MK - KARTTIIHS > REMEF I ALE LY 10 284 -

G BROKIETHBE > RN BT AN S » B AE TR » K 120
K i 180K ~ PR 715204 o IR - AR T HAG hIE - B E(T -



HEFIRIEIE] 1941 4EHEIETE « FTE0CE T » 5 S0 feifE - sk - iR
IR EE TR T 8AE - 1942 1K » IR I A 4% - [F4E 9 F 25 11 »
HZEA 1816 45 SRS B PHEE BT AR S + 24 A R ER N S0
A R I 778 S H EET AT P S E -

194245 10 F 1 F] » “HUFAR " SO LREL -t T biom i B R 5t
S EAT ML GBBESES 81 M AR Bt (USS Grouper) %S it -

SLLKIHT > Bl TR O - BT MAAR 3k T RS I PSR
U - AR 2B M TR A AT -

) B2 NIRRT « (RS —3  EBRAERREOL © Y9 FEUAS
B RINEL DTSSR - S7F CIRIE A - FINLI - 508 ki
A o BB M FRE A FEM A S T R

RS ~ RN » SRR 2 T R B eIalIg, - e mRsFr s - 5
LR M KSATHER S A - "BRAEs  EIR R ME % - BT A
VS TR - YRR BR T o SRR LT ISR AR SRR -

“Po o B | BRACERIE A ORFHF THIEA - D9FHERO. - B % S
FARMER, » SRR T - R0 S0 TSI NS I ARGE - 198 440
SEIE BN INKS 46 81 65 7% » SEAS FRGH 384 4400 -

AN TR T2 W U AT © BT FEE
... BT RS R K NS » RSy SRSin 2B BT A
- RIS 843 LTI K -

FRATRZ

FaER

ER R ARLE - BRoKEE NZ ST ERAO ST R B A S R IR -

9 A 10 H - I BEEFEERVIFFAKIEEN - T BoKBZDHER TN E MR T
— iR -

Blo o BB FRKEZILERICE  SURATRERE NMET IR &G —
TR -

LT BRKEEANSIHBURLE - 9 7 - EANEMFEIT 7B —
EEMREH AR ESE - A FFEEKR > BARHIH BT R > BIE TR 20 L5 P E
F -

GHES H o BAMETE TRE > T H R - BRSSO A - iR
REEM A - ERXAER > BARERS K EF— el -

WK > BANSHIRSREZ e AR E S FIRERIEIS - §iE - &
At SEEART  PHEEERERK » —s T A2 IR sk T2k -
2L



PRREE N —2E 1 HITEECR - iR Bl 70 FERTHEROIT 4 - EARIRL
> A AEAENER -

BEE DG - WIEZE ISR A > ERCRED « WA BRI > 405 > T4k B
AR SHIEN » AMAETIEFEZHIABIT ~ T ~ EEHET 5L AT S S5
PrfiE ~ BHFET -

MBEEZTT RGBS eI > 15 e LB IR = N - o2
Mo AR N T EARESHIRIAL S BRAINOZFHEER T2, 2 A5 - FOy BRI se
ANFFEEH -

ek BFEXUTRR

%R, AR R ST AR e AR S 2 . IS L T A B, 2401 Er 2
AR5 N

AL, EARFERE, W4, HEARBIRN, ATARA AR, KEHAED LA TR A
(K

MINZALFERE, /D HITE L RN L) LR AR R AR EHBUR I TAE A b, JEJLAEK, IRl
PRORUE AR YU, (b L0, EFENDE T, HAESE R N i, HIRAT
T2, PSR RRB L. ”

2005 4 4 J1 4 [, “HUPCA RGO S0F ) SiF S0 S A L e DT, BRI IO TP 2 bl

AW EEAESs, —TTHRGREZHR . B, W0 HUk BAR S U AR s S8Rk, 5030l

RABA N2 e B IR TR AT N RN 32 SO s 3 SORS A 53— T, e W ORE 3
i, A EISC BRI R .

2005 £ 8 J1 18 [, ASF A A NI T, B0 L AR B BE B H A 5 i e s A, S
AR, AENBE AN ZUEALG, ALK 0 PS4 i 2 [ T HUE R 3] T LR
B VPR RN, SRR TR K L TERTAESE 7 A7 i R A .

2009 £ 9 J1, FEARMBUEBUN SRS W N SIS 0RO T 5 L il f I 7 A 4l
o Sl B e DB bh 2 DA AR 2 TR B, A IXAN EERI g S S e, IR AZ 5 SR 1 ]
i, BB BT .

SRR, RIS IET NS 10— e, A0 R — RS, e B N A

Btk 2 L. "G .



2005 £ 8 J1 18 [, AL AR L, HLHRA 5 S5 A7 & A - 7 RV S v R R 40 AR 2
SR TR



—

SO A ) By

¢ ALESATREEE S

¢ CEEEN" TRTEERET

o (TR H
o AR - iith () H
¢ BeRRITRE TR e

2012¢10H07H | 2R | SH4% # J‘l ﬂ m

“BHAH" TERT0EER T

Od X% EhA B
“ETEZRY, N\EEREECA. " 4FuRN, & BRFN” R

i, EEHAE, FDEE0 S EASTBEEOREEY” 2R SN |

" TR LT A R RS LT, D s T iRA e EE L AT

_HERFR “ERIH”

F A, —$EERRNESENRIEE, §DREEEESNENE0
SEEEMEAF DHAHHEHBHESE . TRESRE R SR, RS
RPN AR

NE L EERE, FibERSTE [ e RERE, Nt TEmMEER
i, A0S ERRERMRT (KRR ER. “ERe BRI LA
To " ENERE - AUEHRE L ERMEINCE, BRERTANETEE
EERTEAN S TRETH, bk (RERIENN “ERIR" .

BNE, AENERERNERE 2 R, FEEAERESE
HEE. CEEEIES, IFEAATENESE ‘BTN, B
NBETORMELE” $7%, BRNE “BEEIR EEs.

LHPENMEE 3/6 | BATHE $ATHE 0 BRITR  REVE > &R X

[




AR

"R TR TORESRT

FFE

» EmhERiERiEmE TR
» AlEER LRSS
+ CEEEA T ARTORER ST

* ITARREfRLRIC =
+ AR - i (D =

+ BfERREEEEEEETER

SR EEEH MR TR

EEEm, ErEERA LT “EREER , HEmsai. ERATSUERE
Xha, HEREEERIRANAS . R RERR A TR . SRt
ETHE, A MR AERNEN. 7 EREE IR0, SRS, MlFEERT
BETRMKE BEENFE eI e . “EEsil, EITEEs T4
FEWFESARER, ROFERINEREENES, B8, 7 “DEEN, MAT
LA FRREHARE, WEH TRLMFINER. ~ BRFETEEEERE, AUED
ke, MATHIESREESHA TR, BT EfEsE—1EEN
AL,

BN EHEEEINRS

“EErRNEN, ETHESALNERREIES. Y PR, M5 s
SERTFHIRT R, FPREERREE . RIS T AL R TR ERAIET
i, F T ALARIEER, IHERLEECLPOERE X, ERERALE
HXHE— RS,

it EEshRinE y — . BIEREF I ASRIRCHMIFR, ERlEHE—
PedsERER T, TACERRFAEE M TR FERE—1AF Y. sdaBiELmIm
PIZ8E, SR T “HFAASH LAERL . “FEA AR R AR E AT R
EfrEsl, M—FUEREE T ar i E AR E B AR .

BIERMIERE 3/6 B BAFHB BhFHE = EXiTiR < ZEXE > ER x

»

J

ETE ISR I W

12T 00

CURIEFEET ]

SRS SREE0RTE AR

HimFE

- EBRSESE AlmREEs
+ KR EEHET iR

- KSR

- FEESETEA FREEEHEEG

.+ AT EEHELE H

- ERTHEERSRN_MEE B

- R e ANEED

* BRLEHERFURAAR =

——————————————

¥4
20125F10H0TH | 288 | SHakk ﬁ L ﬂk ‘#E

FHI. . EESHETES “BEHAL TURTOBEED -
REEARKIRERH_ARRE

OigE ERF AR

Fupntrs, AR EAERY, EXEE. ABRERS, £HRH. TS
=, HIEERe - ES-PEEFEEFASEAER B ARTORES, =

HEEREAIRE 6/9 b BATHE BhFHE = EXiTiR < RENE » EE x




Tama 3

TS S I — MR

B 11eAR NN

SR SRESORE AR

« EERSBER AHUMEEES (=]
« EHREEHIET R THRMR

« RSIHR

+ AEf ST EhEES TS
o CEEATT EERILEER H
 EATEERIRE RN SR E (=]
« R 18 ASHED

» ERLEFERF0RNAR (=

~
201210007H | 2WE | SHolk 44 *° o '#E

OigE EeeR 3048

FEIES, A BAERS, EXHEE. \BHEIRS, SHRE. TR
o, IR - DAL FARIBIERSS < BiEN” AT EE R,
WA — R R ML e R RS S AT AL B — 2R A »
FEERER LR iR R EE R

wHHEF, TR RTEFSR. Sh—SEEEsRE A T EEGE
TS b, FTOE <R AT EEE.

E3 (N Pl At

“roff RIER, BEMACEIREH, TRDEHCIR R EEE - TR ISR
HAERREAE LS EES R, £, MEERR, ‘T, B
FI ABEHREFERRELL, BRIMMALEMIE N EEE.

1e42iF10A2H, BFEER "B S REF RS I ENER R T
SHHERENRESR, AEEENWERE, TREEERRIEEL, WEEL
FEMpERES M ELETR. BERER, Al RBHUDERAIEFRE,
S ETERRHFRR, AT EsouAFEREE LRI EE SRS
Stk S ERE

EEfIRE 6/9 B HATHE ShFHEE E ERiTR <« REYE > EE x

v

Bl 116A RN

SR SRR R T AR

HEE

+ EERSBER ALMEEES (=]
 EHREEHIETEIHRMR

« RSIHR

+ AiEf ST EkEEt TS
+ AT ERRILEEE H
« EATEERIRE RN SR E (=]
+ R 19 AN

+ ERulERHERF0RAR (=

~
201210A07H | EWE | SHolk 44 *° ok ’#E

SHBIA S ABIE.
FIE=MEE AR

TS 2005 T — R OIRRECEE] . SFRRERIE . s08 TR
SEEEEMBAAE . FEa, FESREEY, BESF10RA2H, SFREERER
FAHPNSERTEFERAGN, EARERMENT “BEFN” FMDEE, =2
T ATE B R AR IR A LABRRATR A IR = M RS o Al T Al
HRTDERAEE, SRRNENRENrEsER. 4%, HEELR M.

7 EEHRRE A 7 — . BREHES M.

ERAARMAZEE

LDEEEE IR MO SR —EE, B, “BiEL SHEC
P RIEHEN, I ERSAUEE TEHE, SRNERE T AUARY LR
s TR T AHUA RN E R AT AL E T A - XM EHIRIEERL
AETUHANERER-E, METIANERE, MEZTSEHIEAUARTTIA
FHEH, BRERRLEF O P ERE A —E . B RLEE RS,

TR, INREHE “ Bl AAREFIREFgELE, g5
HREAE, AUNEFSEAERE— .

BHARS 70 BF5 02/10/2012




NIK.ON D000



1942*"“‘
In Rememhmnu

3 5-F5 6] FE.3
3.5F5.6] FE.3 1/640: 150100




ZHEJIANG DAILY

(Translated by Brian Finch MCIL)

Looking for the “Lisbon Maru”

Reporters Zhang Pinfang, Wang Yimin, District Party Committee Reporting
Group, Liu Chijian

On 2 October in Lianhua Island, Puta District, Zhoushan City, the sky was
high, the clouds pale, there was a gentle sea breeze.

A plastic wreath of flaming red poppies was quietly placed amongst the crowd,
accompanied by the sound of solemn music. Ninety local high school
students and folk artists surrounded it, stood in silent tribute and paid their
respects.

The wreath was specially flown in from the UK several days before, as a
present [sic] from Major Brian Finch, Chairman? [sic] of the Middlesex
Regiment Association. In the UK, this type of wreath is used only in
remembrance ceremonies for those killed in war.

And during World War 11, the Middlesex Regiment was stationed in Hong
Kong and took part with Chinese people in the anti-Fascist war of resistance
against Japan.

On the same day, commemorations were also held in Hong Kong China and
in London, England. It was an incident in the seas of Dongji, Zhoushan, on
this day 70 years ago, which led to the “bridge” involving two nations and
three regions in these remembrances.

That was the famous incident of the sinking of the Lisbon Maru during the
Second World War. In the long span of history, 70 years is but the twinkling of
an eye; but to the individual it has lifelong significance.

Recently we set out on the road of looking for the Lisbon Maru , recording the
accounts of eyewitnesses at the time, and at the same time researching into
the spritual wealth behind the incident.

Looking for One’s Roots: War Piles up an Exotic Atmosphere® (sic)

“Most of the Englishmen saved were placed in the Island temple and in the
fishermen’s homes” said Chen Yonghua. Life for the islanders on this small
island, sealed at the time by the Japanese army, cut off from the outside, was
very hard. It was under these conditions, faced with prisoners of war who
were barely dressed and extremely exhausted, that they took the dried fish

' The wreath was presented by the Lisbon Maru Association of Hong Kong (trans)
2T am not Chairman of the Middlex Regiment Association, just a member (trans)
*The precise meaning of this heading is not very clear Itrans)



products that they would be reluctant to give up in normal times and gave
them to the prisoners of war to appease their hunger, and took out their
personal clothes and gave them to the prisoners of war to keep warm.

“Many of the men were feverish, and gestured to indicate that they wanted to
eat something sweet. So we put all our white sugar in the sweet potato soup”
said Chen Yonghua. At the time, white sugar was wrapped in clothing and
kept in the bottom of a chest; its value goes without saying.

In the early morning of 4 October 1942, just as the island fishermen were
discussing how to send the British prisoners of war safely back to their country,
five Japanese warships sailed from the direction of Shenjiamen and rapidly
surrounded Qingbang and Miaozihu Islands.

So as not to get the good kind-hearted fishermen into trouble, the British
officers and soldiers took the initiative to form up in ranks. At 2:00 pm that
afternoon, 381 British officers and soldiers were escorted onto Japanese
ships by Japanese soldiers. But the Japanese did not realise there were still
three prisoners of war who had hidden from arrest; they were British Warrant
Officer Fallace, British businessman Evans and British diplomat [sic]
Johnstone*

Today, 83 year old veteran Liang Yijuan’s contribution to this affair cannot be
left unrecognised. We found veteran Liang Yijuan. Recalling the past events,
the old man’s face was full of pride. “At that time | was only 13 years old and
too fond of playing. Once, | discovered that there was a small cave in
Southfield Bay on the north side of Qingbang Island”, the old man said. He
and two other partners took these three prisoners of war and hid them in the
cave and finally succeeded in eluding the Japanese search.

Sea erosion had formed the cave naturally, and unexpectedly it had become
the final “hero”. One morning at the beginning of autumn, we followed another
old man who had witnessed this great rescue that year — 88 year old Lin

Agen — into the cave. From the Qingbang Island residents’ assembly area,
we walked for 20 minutes along the mountain path winding along the sea, and
could see a rock, and straddling this rock was a place overgrown with weeds,
and the cave was between the rock and the weeds.

The cave had a small entrance and a large interior; about two metres deep;
after entering the cave it divided into two paths, left and right; left went straight
out to sea, the right sloped upwards; the cave could hold thirty or forty people.
Veteran Lin Agen said that at high tide the sea covered the entrance, but
there was still plenty of room inside, but it absolutely could not be seen from
outside. Up to now, many of the island residents had not found this cave and
had never been there.

The three prisoners of war had lived in the cave for a full five days. On 9
October 1942 six Qingbang fishermen sailed their boats and through the night

* Johnstone was a Warrant Officer with the Hong Kong Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve (trans)



slipped through the blockade and took them to Xianshan fishing port in
Ningbo. After a few days, local troops handed them over several times and
sent the three men to Chongqing. Johnstone and the other prisoners stayed
in Chongqing for a while, using their personal experiences to expose the
Japanese atrocity on the radio station, triggering public opprobrium at home
and abroad. Finally, they were sent back to the UK by the British Embassy in
China.

Historical Great Rescue on the Dongji Sea

In the Special Storage Office of the Zhejiang Archives, there is a set of
historical documents, serial number L030-236, put together more than 60
years ago.

Opening the front cover of this dossier, a telex written entirely in English
greets the eye. The letter was written on 12 April 1948 by the British
Ambassador in China to the then Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The main points
were:

During World War Il, a Japanese ship, the Lisbon Maru transported nearly
2,000 British prisoners of war from Hong Kong towards Japan. On 2 October
1942, whilst the ship was sailing in the seas off Zhoushan, it was attacked by
torpedoes and sank. At the time, more than 200 British prisoners of war were
saved from drowning by the courageous efforts of the fishermen of Qingbang
Island, Zhoushan, to rescue them. Despite the fishermen’s livelihoods being
very poor, they did everything they could to provide those British prisoners of
war with food, shelter and care, enabling them to survive.

Our search for eyewitnesses from 70 years ago began. We reached
Qingbang Island, a small island worthy of its name”. Most of the buildings
were built on the mountain side, some were made simply by piling up rocks.
The people’s lives were simple but they were kind: the men went out to sea
fishing, the women sat around together making nets and processing sea
products; the elderly gathered in small groups passing the time of day.

Amongst them, a white-haired old man wearing a deep blue T-shirt was the
person the reporters had come to meet. 85 year-old Chen Yonghua took his
boat out that year with his partner and rescued five British soldiers. Sitting
beside the old man, listening to his account, our thoughts were taken back to
70 years ago.

“That day was unusually good weather for Dongji, the sea was calm and
tranquil.” Chen Yonghua, who was only 15 at the time, and several partners
were working by the sea. “The sky was misty and bright; | heard a
tremendous noise and in front of my eyes was a large ship | had never seen
before giving off black smoke.” Because this was wartime, Chen Yonghua did
not taken any notice till the nex day. “l saw the rear of the ship clearly sinking,
with the bow sticking up and finally becoming vertical and sinking into the sea,

> Qingbang literally means “green creek” (trans)



setting off a huge wave.” Chen Yonghua said that the place where the ship
sank was about 10 kilometres to the north of Qingbang Island.

It was only many years later that Chen Yonghua knew that the ship was the
Lisbon Maru, a Japanese cargo ship, 120 metres long, 18 metres wide,
displacing 7,152 tons, which during World War Il plied between China and
Japan carrying prisoners of war.

The time returned again to Christmas night in 1941. Japanese troops had
captured Hong Kong, and more than 10,000 Allied troops from Britain,
Canada, Australia (sic)® and India had become prisoners of war. In Autumn
1942, the Japanese army sent prisoners of war in batches back to Japan for
hard labour. On 25 September that year, the Japanese army drove 1,816
(sic)” mainly British prisoners of war onto the Lisbon Maru; they were all
forcibly squeezed into small and narrow holds. The ship also carried 778
Japanese soldiers to guard the prisoners of war, and two days later they set
sail.

On 1 October 1942, the Lisbon Maru reached Zhoushan waters. Because it
did not indicate that it was a ship carrying prisoners of war, it was hit by
torpedoes from the submarine USS Grouper of the 81st Squadron of the US
Pacific Fleet.

“At first we were happy at the sinking of such a large ship, because a lot of
cloth printed with fine and dense flowers would float off a large ship.” Chen
Yonghua said he had never seen such beautiful cloth.

At first, many people started their boats to go and net some cloth. But
following that, Chen Yonghua was startled. “Everywhere the sea was covered
in fair-haired foreigners; near the sunken ship were two Japanese warships,
with Japanese troops standing on them using machine guns and rifles firing at
the people who had fallen in the water. It was hard for the fair-haired
foreigners to climb onto the warships, as they were kicked off by the Japanese
soldiers.”

Blue-eyed, fair-haired people had given Chen Yonghua’s ancestors
distressing memories. “During the years of the Opium War, Zhoushan was
invaded and occupied by the British for as long as five years”, Chen Yonghua
said. “But we fisherman have always had a tradition: if we discover someone
has fallen into the sea, we risk our lives to save them.” To his understanding,
this is a spirit handed down by word of mouth for hundreds and thousands of
years by Zhoushan people.

“Quick! Get in the boats!” Chen Yonghua and the other fishermen no longer
looked for cloth, but one after another started to save people. That day, so
long as there were fishermen with boats, they all went out to save people.
Very quickly, fishermen from Miaozihu and other small islands nearby joined

® No Australian units were stationed in Hong Kong in 1941 (trans)
" The number was actually 1,834 (trans)



in the rescue. 198 fishermen took 48 boats out on 65 journeys and altogether
saved 384 prisoners of war from the sea.

At the time, the fishing boats were small, and on each trip could only take
around a dozen people; the fishermen had to risk their lives and paddle the
boats, rescue a few, then turn round and rescue some more.... But there
were still many prisoners of war who, because they had been floating for a
long time, and their strength was exhausted, were unable to wait for the
fishing boats to appear for the second time, and sank forever to the bottom of
the sea. In the end, 843 (sic)® prisoners of war drowned in the sea.

Not Only for Commemoration
Wang Yimin

In the minds of the people of Qingbang Island, veteran Chen Yonghua is the
most authoritative eye witness at the time of the incident of the sinking of the
Lisbon Maru.

On 10 September, the reporter visited veteran Chen Yonghua on Qingbang
Island. At midday, his daughter was in the house preparing a sumptuous
feast for the old man’s lunch.

After lunch, taking the opportunity of old man having left, Chen Yonghua’s
daughter told the reporter that it was very possible that this would be the last
meal the old man would eat on Qingbang Island.

A dozen or more years ago, Chen Yonghua became ill. For the convenience
of medical treatment, Chen Yonghua and his wife left Qingbang Island and
moved to live on Zhoushan Island. However, every summer he spent some
time in his daughter’s house on Qingbang Island.

In May this year, the old man was diagnosed with cancer and it was at an
advanced stage. The doctor quietly told his family that he could only last
another two or three months. In his family’s view it was already a miracle that
the old man had lasted until now.

That day, the old man saw that the Zhoushan weather was gradually getting
cold and had proposed moving back to his own home, and would make the
move after lunch. During the feast, the old man said | won’t come back this
year, but I'll come again next summer. “Whenever you want to come, you just
come” said his daughter.

Veteran Chen Yonghua had been fishing all his life; he had been out to sea
countless times, yet every time he spoke about rescuing people 70 years ago,
from his account it seemed as if it had happened yesterday.

¥ Actually 828 (trans)



With the passage of time, there are fewer and fewer people who witnessed
this piece of history. As for us, nowadays, seeking the significance of the
Lisbon Maru is not only to enable more people to listen carefully, understand,
and come to know about this piece of history; it is even more to seek the
background to the historical value and the national spirit.

The poppy wreath that was flown in from the UK is now quietly resting in the
exhibition hall of the Zhejiang Ocean University for students to visit. But what
else should we do for this unforgettable commemoration? Apart from
anything else, we must not repeat this bitter history.

Handed Down: A New Oceanic Culture Bright Spot

Years later, most of the fishermen who saved British prisoners of war at the
time have successively passed away. No more than five of the fishermen who
witnessed and took part in the rescue that year are still alive.

However, it is worth rejoicing that nowadays, if you come to Dongji, sit down
and chat with the locals, everyone can tell a few tales about the Lisbon Maru.

“I know a little, because | was influenced by my father’s generation from a
small age.” Liang Yijuan’s daughter Liang Yindi works for the Dongji Town
Government. In recent years, she has maintained a close interest in the
incident of the sinking of the Lisbon Maru, but she has a concern: “When my
father’s generation have gone, we shall have to rely on us passing on the
stories of that time; but the next generation might wipe out the memories of
this piece of history.”

On 4 April 2005, the Incident of the Sinking of the Lisbon Maru Historical
Research Society was established in Dinghai District of Zhoushan City and
Liang Yindi became a member of the Research Society. “The main task of the
Research Society was on the one hand to continue to unearth, sort out,
research and do textual research on historical facts and material on the
incident of the sinking of the Lisbon Maru, and carry forward the spirit of
humanity and internationalism shown by the Zhoushan fishermen who,
heedless of their personal safety, risked their own lives to save British
prisoners of war; and on the other hand, to draw up a research plan and an
action plan so as to provide material for future literature and art.



On 18 August 2005, with the support of people from all walks of life in
Zhoushan, British veteran soldier Charles Jordon, a survivor of the Lisbon
Maru disaster who had been rescued by the fishermen of Dongji, Zhoushan,
after a separation of more than half a century brought his wife and two other
survivors’ relatives from Britain to Dongji, Zhoushan, to look for the
benefactors who had saved his life that year, and was warmly embraced by
the heroes who were still alive, Chen Yonghua, Shen Agui and the rest of the
seven elderly fishermen.

In September 2009, with the support of the Dongji Town Government, and the
hard work of members of the Research Society, the Lisbon Maru
Commemorative Museum was established and opened on Miaozihu Island,
Dongji. Hu Mu, a member of the Puta District Political Consultative
Committee in Zhoushan, proposed many times that a memorial should be built
to commemorate this great historic event, thereby adding a material symbol at
the same time as recalling the precious spirit.

“This incident of the sinking was a maritime disaster with a relatively large

number of casualties globally and historically, and was a cultural legacy of
World War Il; it should be of interest to the international communicty” said Hu

AR

18 August 2005. Lisbon Maru survivor Charles R Jordan aboard a boat on the way to
Dongji, Zhoushan, tighly embracing elderly fishermen Guo Ade and Wang Baorong.
Picture: Field of Vision Network
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Memorial Ceremony held for the 70th Anniversary of the
Sinking of the Lisbon Maru

Reporter: Wen Jun Correspondent: Chen Wenwen

“Remember the souls of 800 British soldiers 70 years ago in World War II.” 2
October this year was the 70th anniversary of the sinking of the Lisbon Maru.
An act of remembrance, organised jointly by the Municipal Social Science
Federation and the Zhejiang Ocean University, was held on Lianhua Island,
Puta District, on the 70th Anniversary of the Lisbon Maru disaster, to
remember the souls of the allied soldiers at eternal rest in the waters of
Zhoushan.

Poppy Wreath Posted by World War Il Officer (sic)

On 2 October 1942, a Japanese military cargo vessel sailed from Hong Kong
towards Japan; the ship was laden with goods and materials from the war of
the invasion of China, and more than 1,800 British troops who had been
captured by the Japanese whilst engaged in the defence of Hong Kong.
Three nautical miles to the east of Qingbang Island, the cargo vessel was
sunk by a submarine of the US Pacific Fleet.

From 9:00 am until dusk, Zhoushan fishermen rescued altogether 384 British
prisoners of war. Some of the survivors were recaptured by the Japanese
army, and following the sinking of the ship more than 800 are at eternal rest
on the ice cold sea bed. “Poppies are international symbols displayed for the
remembrance of deceased officers and soldiers.” One of the initiators of the
commemoration, Zhoushan maritime navigation specialist Hu Mu, told
reporters that the Lisbon Maru Association of Hong Kong and Brian Finch,
Chairman (sic) of the Middlesex Regiment Association, had sent the highly
symbolic poppy wreath by express delivery.

It was explained that the Middesex Regiment of the British Army was a unit
that fought in World War Il; Mr Finch was an officer in this Regiment. The
reporters saw at the ceremony that on the face of the poppy wreath was
written in Chinese and English: “Lisbon Maru Association of Hong Kong, to
commemorate the 70th Anniversary of the Lisbon Maru disaster” and on the
back was Major Finch’s name.

Carry Forward the Promotion of Zhoushan’s Foreign Exchanges

During the act of remembrance, the mourners first presented a poppy wreath
and observed a three minute silence. After reading out the address clearly in
both Chinese and English, the Zhejiang Ocean University students took the

address, folded into a paper ship, a poppy wreath® and carnations, tied them

% This was a wreath handmade locally (trans)



together and put them in the Lotus Ocean'®. “When reading the address
there was a lump in my throat; a feeling | could not describe”. Zhejiang Ocean
University student Wang Junwen said revealing the history was like seeing a
picture of the allied troops struggling in the water whilst being shot at by
Japanese machine guns. “Mourning them enables us to feel how precious is
today’s peace and we wholeheartedly wish that our nation can be even
stronger and more prosperous.” “The remembrance activities carry forward
the magnanimous actions of the courageous Zhoushan people in rescuing
people and promote Zhoushan’s foreign exchanges.” Retired cadre Mao
Dezhuan said that after the new district of the Zhoushan archipelago was
established, opening up to the outside world and overseas exchanges would
definitely enter a new phase, and the Lisbon Maru Incident would become an
important gateway.

The Lisbon Maru Incident is a Bright Spot in Oceanic Cultural

“The Lisbon Maru Incident is a valuable historic cultural legacy given to
Zhoushan by World War II.” Hu Mu said that when he was on an exchange
with Professor Shi Ping from the Shanghai Maritime University, Professor Shi
Ping had pointed out that the Lisbon Maru Incident reflected the contribution
made by the people of Zhoushan to World War Il, embodying the Zhoushan
people’s simple kind-heartedness, and reflecting internationalism in
Zhoushan’s oceanic culture; it should become a bright spot in Zhoushan’s
oceanic culture.

One of the initiators of the act of remembrance, Puta District Oceanic Cultural
Research Institute Deputy Secretary General Sun Hejun, said the sacrifice of
843 (sic) British soldiers in one incident in Zhoushan waters in the Pacific
Campaign, was a major incident in the history of the whole of World War Il.
The bodies of 843 (sic) soldiers show up the tragedy of the Far East
Campaign in World War Il. “Thoroughly enquiring into and researching the
internationalism distilled from the incident of the sinking of the Lisbon Maru
has an important practical significance in furthering the understanding of the
oceanic civilisation contained in Zhoushan'’s oceanic culture.”

10 A local stretch of water so named because it is near Lotus Island (trans)
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Zhoushan, Hong Kong and Britain Hold Commemorations in
Remembrance of the 70th Anniversary of the Sinking of the Lisbon Maru

Paper Boat and Wreath Offered to World War Il Soldiers
at Eternal Rest on the Sea Bed

Remember the souls of 800 Britis
70 years ago in World War 11"

Reporter Wang Xiaodong

If there was a monument, two ships, still sailing. Daybreak is in front, justice
can be seen. 800 British souls, reflect the words from my heart. Wreath,
paper boat; waves all around.... Dinghaiyi Middle School student Sun Niannu,
full of emotion, read clearly the address for the 70th anniversary of the sinking
of the Lisbon Maru; the scene was solemn. Students from the Zhejiang
Oceanic Institute folded the address into a paper ship, and put it, together with
a wreath, into the Lotus Ocean, floating towards the British soldiers, victims of
World War I, now at eternal rest on the Zhoushan sea bed.

On the morning of 2 October, the Municipal Social Science Federation, the
Zhejiang Ocean University and scholars from the City'? joined with local
enthusiasts on Lianhua Island, Puta District, and held an act of remembrance
on the 70th Anniversary of the sinking of the Lisbon Maru.

We Will Remember Them

“70 long years, but the spirit of this kind of great love cannot fade with time....”
The famous Hong Kong historical researcher Mr Tony Banham wrote the
memorial address for the act of remembrance; he passed it on to Zhoushan;
in the address he said: “70 years have passed; there are very few survivors
of the incident of the sinking of the Lisbon Maru left; but we still remember
them, as well as their comrades and their rescuers.”

" This is the main message on the banner. The other writing is too small to read (trans)
2 je Zhoushan City (trans)



On 2 October 1942, the Japanese cargo ship the Lisbon Maru, carrying goods
and material from the war of invasion of China, and more than 1,800 British
troops who had taken part in the defence of Hong Kong and been captured by
the Japanese army, was sailing from Hong Kong to Japan and was sunk by a
torpedo fired from a submarine of the US Pacific Fleet, three nautical miles to
the east of Qingbang Island, Dongji. After the disaster, the people of
Zhoushan courageously rescued 384 of the British prisoners of war who were
in peril; some of the survivors were captured again by the Japanese, and
following the sinking of the ship a furher 820 British troops up to today have
been at eternal rest on the ice cold sea bed in the waters of the Zhoushan
archipelago.

Two Nations and Three Places Hold Acts of Remembrance

Zhoushan City had held a relatively large scale act of remembrance in 2005.
That year, 80 year-old Charles Jordan, who had been rescued by the Doniji
fishermen, made a special visit to Zhoushan with his wife to thank his
rescuers. Two years ago Mr Jordan passed away, but on 2 October this year
in the UK, the next generation of the British allied soldiers of the time,
including Mr Jordan’s family, held acts of remembrance of the sinking of the
Lisbon Maru, to mourn their relatives at eternal rest on the Zhoushan sea bed,
following the sinking 70 years ago. “These acts of remembrance held at the
same time in two nations and three places to remember the British soldiers
who were sacrificed 70 years ago in World War |l at eternal rest on the sea
bed, passes on the oceanic spirit through the blood line. Today we must
show this kind of spirit even more” said Puta Political Consultative Committee
Member Hu Mu, one of the initiators of the act of remembrance.

World War Il Officer (sic), Englishman Major Brian Finch, on learning that
Zhoushan was to hold an act of remembrance of the sinking of the Lisbon
Maru made (sic) a special wreath of silk flowers and had it flown out to the
Lisbon Maru Association of Hong Kong, and the wreath was sent by express
post to Zhoushan.

Clear Virtue of Zhoushan People Helping Others

Professor Shi Ping of Shanghai Maritime University wrote a a letter specially
for this act of remembrance, which said: The Lisbon Maru Incident was an
incident in World War Il, and this incident had significance for Zhoushan; its
value reflects the contribution made by Zhoushan people to World War 1l, and
this contribution embodies the Zhoushan people’s spirit of simple, kind-
hearted humanitarianism in healing the wounded and saving the dying. This
spirit is precisely one clear aspect of the human nature in Zhoushan’s oceanic
culture, namely the virtue of being good at helping others; and furthermore,
this incident reflects Zhoushan people’s spirit of willingness to help others; it
illustrates an aspect of humanitarianism in Zhoushan’s oceanic culture and
should become a bright spot in Zhoushan’s oceanic culture.



And Hu Mu said, if we could find the bones of the British soldiers from the
incident of the sinking of the Lisbon Maru, that would be a world-shaking
event, and Zhoushan would become a world hotspot.

Memorial Ceremony for the Lisbon Maru 70th Anniversary 02/10/2012
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